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ECEAP Should Continue to Serve 

Both Three and Four Year Olds

Background

The Governor has proposed cutting 662 children from ECEAP—all of them three year olds. She has argued that ECEAP should serve four year olds.  We believe that cutting funding for ECEAP is penny wise and pound foolish and that the Governor’s assumptions about serving three year olds is not based on a strong research foundation.
Why Enroll Three Year Olds?

Three-year-olds are enrolled for the following reasons:

· Exceptionally high need for services for two years before kindergarten entry, as demonstrated by very low family income, developmental delay, disability, or environmental risks such as family domestic violence, chemical dependency, child protective services involvement, or other factors affecting school success.

· Continuation of services from birth-to-three special education or Early Head Start. This prevents backsliding during a “year off,” after children turn three and are no longer eligible for the earlier programs. 

· The need in rural or remote communities to include three-year-olds to form a full classroom and pay a full-time teacher, and therefore be able to provide ECEAP services to four-year-olds.

15% of Children Enrolled in ECEAP Are Three Years Old

According to the Department of Early Learning of the 8,024 children enrolled in ECEAP, about 15% of the children are three years old (1,188). There are 2,497 three year old children on the wait list for ECEAP services
2007 Abbot Preschool Study Finds Huge Gains with Two Years of Preschool 

In 2007 researchers found that those who attended the Abbott Preschool Program for two years gained nearly twice as much as those who attended for one year in vocabulary and math. http://nieer.org/psm/index.php?article=221
Recent NIEER Study Says Advantages Clear In Starting Children at Age Three

“This study’s findings indicate that there is good reason to provide high-quality preschool programs to 3-year-old children disadvantaged by poverty. The better early start in vocabulary development that preschool education can provide at age three can have important ramifications for children’s subsequent learning.” http://nieer.org/resources/research/EstimatedImpacts.pdf
Advantages of Mixed Age Classrooms

Barbara Bowman, a former early learning advisor to President Obama and co-founder of the Erikson Institute believes mixed-age classrooms can have distinct advantages. Older children can help younger ones accomplish tasks and develop pro-social behaviors. Both age groups learn valuable lessons in the process. A veteran pre-K teacher in her own right, Bowman illustrates with this example: "I used to teach in a classroom with children ranging in age from 2 to 5. I hardly had to tie a shoe all year because the 5-year-olds helped the 2-year-olds with it." The dynamic she describes is one that not many years ago had some educators advocating for mixed-age classes as a primary model in preschool and even elementary school.
For More Information:
Joel Ryan, Executive Director, 425.453.1227, cell 253.486.9077, joel@wsaheadsharteceap.com
� Of 3-year-olds in ECEAP: 


66 percent are from families at or below 80 percent of the federal poverty level, which means the annual family income was below $17,640 for a family of four. 


30 percent speak a home language other than English.


8 percent were homeless at the time of enrollment.


7 percent had an individualized education program (IEP).


3.2 percent were in foster care at the time of enrollment.


54 percent are in need of a medical exam. 
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