ECEAP FUNDING MESSAGES

Help Protect ECEAP Funding

ECEAP funding is still in jeopardy. Kids in families with low-incomes are getting the care, support and learning opportunities they need through the Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP). Programs like ECEAP are essential to helping kids start school with the skills they need to succeed. Despite a soaring waiting list, state lawmakers are considering cutting back existing funding for ECEAP. Urge lawmakers to protect ECEAP funding. 

Key Messages

Based on the feedback I received from folks I would recommend the following key messages:

1. ECEAP is a program that works. It gets results for kids and gives them the skills they need to be ready for kindergarten. 

2. ECEAP programs don’t just do early learning in the traditional sense.  They provide critical social services to kids. Programs help parents access health services for their children such as medical, dental, and mental health services. Children attending ECEAP are given nutritious meals, for some it may be the only meal they will have that day, without ECEAP many children will go hungry.

3. ECEAP waiting lists have doubled in the past year. Currently, there are over 2,600 children on active waiting lists  in WA and the need for both ECEAP and Head Start services continue to grow as the economy worsens.

4. ECEAP programs help kids, but also low income parents. They help parents locate emergency food and shelter services, find affordable housing and help them with rental and energy assistance. ECEAP serves more than 500 homeless families across our state and many foster care children. 

5. Without the case management services provided in ECEAP to the families, social services such as DSHS, CPS, and public health will face an increase in caseloads. These already over-burdened services will have to pick up the slack.

6. ECEAP serves the hardest to reach families that are located in rural and remote locations. Often these families are not able to access Head Start programming because ECEAP standards allow more flexibility.

7. While new federal dollars from the stimulus package are slated for Head Start, much of these funding will go to quality improvements such as teacher salaries, caseload reduction for family services workers, professional development, and for meeting the new Head Start reauthorization mandates.

8. While Head Start programs will certainly be able to add children, most of the expansion will be in Early Head Start—a population not currently being served by ECEAP providers.

9. The stimulus money is just that—meant to be a stimulus. The new funds for Head Start are meant to increase the number of families receiving services as a result of the economic downturn, not provide an opportunity for the state to reduce funding for state early learning programs that serve similar families.

