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Maintain Funding for ECEAP!
The Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP) is a comprehensive “whole child”, family-focused preschool program modeled on the federal Head Start program and designed to help low-income and at-risk children and families succeed in school and life.  
ECEAP provides an intensive combination of high quality education for 3-4 year olds, health and nutrition screening and assistance, parent involvement and family support.  Family needs are assessed so that families can be referred to community resources, and adults are provided with training to improve their parenting, job and self-sufficiency skills.  

The program is available to families who earn less than 110% of the Federal Poverty Level ($23,320/year for a family of four).  Children in foster care and children with disabilities are also eligible.  In 2009, 8226 families are being served in 40 programs across Washington State.
ECEAP children are among the most vulnerable populations in the state

· 48% of ECEAP families earn less than $15,000 a year, and more than 8% of ECEAP children are homeless (541 children) or in foster care (223).  
· The need is already increasing – although an additional 1200 ECEAP slots were added in 2008, active waiting lists have doubled from 1346 in January 2008 to 2610 in January 2009.  Recent data from Kids Count Washington indicate that if unemployment reaches 9.5% we could see a 16% increase in the number of children in poverty.  
· Children from low-income backgrounds are more likely to experience major illnesses such as asthma, diabetes, and obesity.  ECEAP health screening and family support makes it possible to catch many of these conditions before they become a serious problem.
· According to Kids Count, 35% of families who earn less than $20,000/year have trouble putting food on the table.  Hungry children are more likely to experience chronic illness and behavioral problems, and they perform more poorly in school.  Children attending ECEAP are given nutritious meals – and for some it may be the only meal they will have that day.
ECEAP gets results 
· In a 12-year longitudinal study of ECEAP (1988-2000), researchers found that ECEAP children made significantly greater academic gains, displayed more positive behaviors, enjoyed school more, and had fewer health problems than non-ECEAP children.  Over the course of the study, mean family income rose by more than 51% and reliance on public assistance was greatly reduced.       

· Other studies have shown that at-risk children without quality preschool were 70% more likely to commit violent crimes, have lower graduation rates and higher drug use.  Multiple studies have been conducted on high-quality comprehensive preschool programs like ECEAP, Head Start and others, and it is estimated that for every dollar spent, government saves between $7 and $17 dollars in future costs.

For more information, please contact:  Joel Ryan, Executive Director, WSA Head Start & ECEAP
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