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Contact:  Joel Ryan, Executive Director, cell 253.486.9077, joel@wsaheadstarteceap.com

ECEAP FACT SHEET
The Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP) is Washington’s pre-kindergarten program serving at-risk three and four year olds and their families.  ECEAP provides children with preschool education, health coordination services, intensive family support, and parent involvement and training.  In 2010-2011 ECEAP served 8,024 children, and in 2011-2012 that will expand to 8,391.  For the 2011-12 school year, DEL estimates that there will be nearly 19,000 children eligible but unserved by either ECEAP or Head Start. This has increased due to the increase in poverty and the inclusion of children with disabilities into the count.  84 percent of the children enrolled in ECEAP were living at or below the poverty level, 6.9 percent of the children were homeless, and 2.6 percent were in foster care.  

· ECEAP is a proven program that gets our most at-risk children ready for school.

· The need for ECEAP services has grown.  Each year, more than 4,000 children are on the wait list because programs do not have the necessary funding.

· For many communities ECEAP serves as the only safety net, ensuring that at-risk children receive medical care, dental care, nutritious meals and mental health services when needed, and that their families access emergency services such as food and shelter.
ECEAP Gets Results for Our Most At-Risk Children

The recent ECEAP Outcomes Report found that the program was very successful and that children made incredible progress during the school year in the key areas in which ECEAP programs are evaluated: health outcomes, social-emotional development, and learning outcomes.  
In just two examples, in the fall of 2009 only 36.3% of ECEAP children were at or above their developmental level in their ability to write letters and words.  By spring of 2010, 80.9% demonstrated these skills, an increase of 44.6%.  In the fall of 2009 only 49.2% of ECEAP children were at or above their developmental level in their ability to use numbers and count.  By spring of 2010, 88.3% of ECEAP children demonstrated these skills.  

In addition, other studies have found similar positive results:  

· In a 12-year longitudinal study of ECEAP (1988-2000), researchers found that ECEAP children made significantly greater academic gains, displayed more positive behaviors, enjoyed school more, and had fewer health problems than non-ECEAP children.  

· Additional studies have shown that at-risk children without high quality preschool like ECEAP were 70% more likely to commit violent crimes, have lower graduation rates, and higher drug use.  

· Studies have shown that quality pre-k programs like ECEAP and Head Start can reduce the number of children in Special Education up to 48%.  A 2010 Maryland study found that for every child that went through their full-day pre-k program the elementary school saved between $4000 and $10,000 per year per child just in special education savings.  Here in Washington, the Bremerton School District estimates an annual cost savings of up to $800,000 for children who would have needed intensive intervention had they not been involved in a high quality pre-school experience.

Need Has Increased Dramatically; More Than 4,000 Children on Wait List

The wait list for ECEAP has more than tripled since 2007 due to the continuing recession.  In December 2007 1,346 children were waiting to receive ECEAP services, while as of November 2010 4,334 children were on the wait list. 
Cutting ECEAP Would Put Children and Families in Double Whammy

Local ECEAP providers report that many more families are relying on food stamps, are in need of emergency housing assistance, and are showing up for the first day of class without even a simple medical or dental exam.  Meanwhile, the budget cuts made to local social services the last few years has it made it even more difficult for children and families to get help.  This “double whammy” means that ECEAP programs often find themselves as the only safety net for the most at-risk children and families.
Lawmakers have made a strong commitment to ECEAP 

In March 2010 lawmakers recognized the value of early learning by passing HB 2731, the “Ready for School Act of 2010.” The bill prohibits cuts to ECEAP services or children in the 2010-2011 budget cycle and charts a path for serving all children in need of assistance.  The Governor and our legislative champions agreed that despite the difficult budget climate, funding for early childhood education should be protected and prioritized.  During the 2011 session, lawmakers restored the cuts made to ECEAP in the previous 2 years and added an additional 165 children to the program.  Here is what some of our champions said of the importance of early learning:

· “There is no better return on our tax dollar than investing in high quality early learning.” Rep.  Roger Goodman
· “We need to make sure that children reach that kindergarten door on an even playing field.  The consensus that this legislature has come to around the importance of early learning demonstrates the commitment to making sure that young children at a disadvantage can succeed in kindergarten and beyond.” Rep.  Ruth Kagi
· “There are skeptics who believe expanding early learning will be too costly.  But as the gap widens between the haves and have-nots, doing nothing will cost us much more down the road.  Now is the time to raise the bar on early learning. ”  Senator Rosemary McAuliffe
· “ECEAP is a good program and helps close the achievement gap.  Research has shown that for every dollar invested in high quality early learning, taxpayers see a return of $9.” Representative Larry Haler
· "We must recognize that learning starts from the moment that a little one greets the world.  This is a defining moment in the state of Washington." Governor Chris Gregoire.  
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